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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

TOYS, TOYS, TOYS — I hope all of
you are producing them at a high rate! I
look forward to seeing all the new designs
at the November meeting,

A lot of you missed an outstanding
seminar by Jack Harich on October 12. We
must be doing something wrong since the
last two Saturday seminars have been
poorly attended. What is the problem?
Wrong subjects? Is Saturday a bad day for
seminars? Have we just had too many of
them? The officers need some feedback on
what type of seminars you want. Is it
worthwhile to have seminars at all? We
were trying for a diverse menu of
professional craftsmen so we could learn
the tricks of the trade from a variety of view
points. The hands—on dovetail seminar was
relatively well attended although we did
not get a full class for the Friday—Sunday
combination. Would one or two day
hands—on sessions for 5 to 10 people be
better than demonstrations? If you want
any seminarsatallin 1992 letus know what
type, the subjects that interest you and the
format you like best.

I want to thank Ronny Acton for his
outstanding support during the seminars
we have had this year. Ron has provided
space and equipment and kept the place
open after hours. Without his help the
seminars would not be possible. From the
entire Guild membership, THANKS!

Make plans to come to the Christmas
party Friday night December 6 at the

Helena United Methodist Church. Anyone

who has been to the Guild’s Christmas

pot-luck dinner can testify that we have as
many good cooks in the family as we do
good woodworkers. You will have a
chance to see samples of all the toys made
for Toys-For-Tots, win a prize and eat
some of the best food there is any where.
Don’t miss it.

NEXT PROGRAM
NOVEMBER 14, 1991 - 7:00 PM

So you have always wondered how Ed
Sheriff gets those magnificent mitered
joints; that superb finish; those expertly
installed hinges and other fittings; those
lids that fit when closed? Well, now is your
chance to see a truly talented craftsman do
the things he does best— make jewelry and
other boxes. Ed has entered several of his
boxes in our shows and has consistently
won ribbons for them. The editor has
learned that Ed has prepared a really fine
presentation for us, so do your best to
attend.

LAST PROGRAM - OCTOBER 1991

Beginning with our regular program on
Thursday night last month Jack Harich,
from Atlanta, was with us all weekend. On
Thursday we were introduced to his
approach to furniture design and
construction. To just begin to build a chair
would not occur to Jack. First he would
create this chair in his mind then transfer
the images to paper. Later he would make

patterns of each segment of the chair of
cardboard and practically assemble the
chair from the cardboard parts. Only then
will be begin to make this chair. We were
treated to a slide presentation of some of
his early efforts, which incidentally, began
with cedar chests. He has “graduated” to
tables and chairs since then, and now
makes truly uniquely designed furniture. It
was interesting to learn that he uses white
glue almost exclusively, primarily because
he doesn’t want the joint to set up too fast,
or before he has checked to see if it is
square or true. He also uses, mostly,
Formby’s Poly Finish on his pieces. It
appears there is no length to which he will
go to make a joint that does all it is
supposed to and still look great when
finished. We are indeed indebted to Jack
for paying us the honor of this visit.

TOYS FOR TOTS

Ben Neighbors, Toys Chairman, again
reminded and prompted us to get with the
program and make the toys for this
program as only our Guild has in the past
and will in the future. He introduced Sgt.
Hopkins of the Jefferson County Sheriff
Dept. who has been associated with the
Toys for Tots program for some 25 years.
We remember him as being with the
Birmingham Police Dept. in the past, but
he has now retired from them and joined
the Sheriff’s Dept. He thanked us for our
participation in the past and hopes for our
continued help. Our toys, he says, are set
aside when they come in and are directed
to “special” children, those that will take







