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The scenery in the Provence region of
France is not quite what Leonard hinted in
the June Newsletter but it was spectacular
none the less. I wasn’t able to learn much
about the woodworking activity in the
region due to my poor command of the
language. I tried to get some olive wood to
bring home but was unsuccessful. The
owner of the farm house we rented said that
there was very little olive wood available.
There are a few sawmills around.
Cottonwood is grown on tree farms for
making vegetable and fruit produce boxes
and pallets. Hardwood is apparently “live
sawn” and left waney (not edged) in most
cases. I have seen a lot of it stacked in
lumber yards. The August issue of The
American Woodworker has a good
discussion of this and other sawing
techniques. Most of the oak trees in the
region are quite small, similar to what you
see in Texas. Silver oaks are often planted
in rows and cultivated for truffles. The
truffle is fungus that grows in the root
system of the oaks. Pigs are used to locate
the truffles for harvest in January and
February.

Don’t forget to sign up for the October
seminar. If you haven’t already signed the
list, can’t make the next meeting and want
to attend give me a call. If two hands—on
dovetail seminars are needed we need to
know that now.

See you all at the August meeting.

Jim Caldwell

Woodworking comes in many forms.
There are the cabinet makers, furniture
makers, house builders, moulding makers,
dowel and broom handle makers,
bowl—candlestick—spindle makers, and
many more. We are going to be treated to
adifferentkind of woodworker this month.
Our speaker is Robert Long from Boaz,
Alabama. Robert is carrying on the
tradition of several generations of his
family in the making of bent willow
furniture. It will be of interest to learn how
he bends the material and how it is fastened
together. This should be a fascinating
meeting, so come, sign in and enjoy.

LAST MEETING - JULY 11,1991

The kind of thing that makes us turn
gray or age excessively happened to Dale
last month. Having arranged to have a good
program, he was comfortably gliding along
when all of a sudden his speaker has a
family problem that will prevent him from
coming to our meeting. So, what does he
do? He turned to the most interesting and
experienced talent known to man, our
Guild members. He asked four of them to
participate on the program, and all four
graciously did so.

The first to appear (and considering his
size, he really appears) was Nelson Brooks.
Nelson displayed and explained his new
deep bowl boring tool. He and his brother
made it, patterned somewhat after the
Dennis Stewart tool described in a

recently. It has two “bits,” if you will, one
straight shafted and the other with a bend
in the shaft near the cutting tool. The shafts
are fitted into a “handle” which holds the
shaft with allen screws. On the extreme
back end of the handle is a “U” shaped
piece welded to a shaft which fits nicely
around the arm to offer stability to the tool
when in use. Now, the purpose in the tool
is to enable you to make bowls with tiny
openings at the top through which you feed
the tool. The tool is designed to be adjusted
so as to reach the underside (inside) of the
top of the bowl. It gets a bit tricky when
cutting in that position, but with a little
practice it becomes more understandable,
and therefore creates confidence, and with
these two conditions anyone can turn great
bowls. Thanks, Nelson.

Then came Harold Phillips. Harold is
just back from Smithfield, Tennessee,
where he attended a week-long turning
seminar. He says he became proficient, and
therefore gained confidence, with the
deep-fluted bowl gouge. Harold has now
attended several turning seminars and with
the knowledge gained has gone so far as to
build a bowl-turning lathe (just for bowls,
mind you). He has learned, for instance,
green wood is preferable to dry wood for
turning bowls. Green wood may be turned
50 as to produce bigger, better and cheaper
bowls. He picked up a very useful tip at the
school — everyone who has tried to saw a
log in a circle has experienced difficulty.
Try making a circle of plywood the
diameter of the log, tack it to the top of the
log and follow its edge with the bandsaw.







