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The Spring Show was a great success.
The quality of the work on display was the
best ever. Thanks to everyone for all the
hard work. Ed Sheriff did an outstanding
job of organizing the show. Ed and his
crew, Jerry DeVenny, Roy Bates, Ethel
Owen and Dale Lewis deserve special
recognition for a job well done.

Don’t forget the Seminar by Randy
Cochrane coming up on June 16. Sign up
at the June meeting. Randy, an outstanding
craftsman from Decatur, AL will be
discussing his special techniques for
making chairs. Dale Lewis is in charge of
the arrangements.

Only four people have indicated an
interest in the Jack Harich hands-on
dovetail seminar in October. We need 10
for one session. Jack says he will come
back the next weekend and repeat the
seminar if there is sufficient interest. Please
sign up at the next meeting or let us know
if you are interested so that we can firm up
the schedule.

Roy Bates and I have located another
bandsaw mill that will do custom sawing.
Mr. Leon Gargus operates a*“Wood-mizer”
mill in the Gallant community just north of
Chandler Mountain (Horse Pens 40). He
sells mill cut local woods, pine, poplar,
oak, gum, etc. at very good prices.
$0.30/bd. ft. for widths less than 10 inches,
$0.35/bd. ft. for 10 inches wide and over.
He does not have a kiln, you have to air dry
itat home. You can pick what you want and
he will sell in any quantity. If you provide
the logs he will saw them for $0.15/bd. ft.
Mr. Gargus can be reached on

north to the Ashville, highway 231 exit.
Lefton 231 to the Horse Pens Forty turn off
(St. Clair County road 35). Right on 35 go
7.5 miles (do NOT go up Chandler
Mountain to Horse Pens) and just past the
Bethlehem Baptist Church there is paved
road on the left with a sign “G. W. F. Inc.
Bandsaw Mill”. The mill is less than a mile
down that road.

Jim Caldwell

NEXT MEETING
JUNE 13, 1991 « 7:00 P.M.

A very timely program has been
arranged by Dale Lewis. We all have our
problems keeping our carpenter chisels,
carving chisels, turning chisels, plane
blades and spokeshaves sharp for
maximum performance. There are several
members of our Guild who are talented in
this area, and they will demonstrate how to
sharpen, when to sharpen and on what to
do the sharpening. Come prepared to ask
your problem questions.

LAST MEETING
MAY 1991

The program presented by Jerry Schol,
a Birmingham attorney, was certainly an
eye opener when it comes to paying
attention to details. Mr. Schol builds model
ships, not just any ships, you understand,
but ancient sailing ships as well as modern
warships. He got into this hobby by
building ships from kits but soon tired of

building as it was done long ago. There are
books that give some information but
hardly enough to easily build a ship. He
acquired some old English books and from
them gleaned enough information to
enable him to draw scale plans. Some of the
information came from documentation
used to build models of ships for the British
Admiralty, which was required in that day
to secure approval of the Admiralty before
a ship could be built. On display for our
viewing he had a model of H.M.S.
PRINCE, which was commissioned in
1617 into the British Fleet. It took him
between eight and nine years to build it,
spending about a year and one-half just on
the rigging. The “O” rings strung along the
side were cast metal and coated in gold leaf.
His next big undertaking was a German
warship, The Bismark. Generally, plans for
warships are available but still have to be
scaled down to the size one wants to build.
Then came the ALABAMA and the
BIRMINGHAM, and he has plans for the
WISCONSIN in the works. He uses
basswood, mostly, and white carpenter’s
glue. Probably the most complicated part
of ship construction is getting the bulkhead
ribs shaped and sized correctly since these
determine the shape and size of the ship
when completed. We do appreciate Jerry’s
sharing his fascinating hobby with us.

SUMMER SEMINAR
We look forward to welcoming Randy

Cochrane as our seminar leader. Randy
gave us our program at our March 1991







