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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I am looking forward to the February
meeting and Tommy Hudson’s talk on
adhesives. His company, HUDCO
Industrial Products, manufactures high
tech epoxy adhesives. Tommy tells me that
these adhesives have a wide variety of uses
in bonding wood. One critical application
is in experimental or kit type aircraft.
Tommy is a pilot and has flown several
planes containing wood structural
members bonded with his adhesives. Now
that is putting your faith in your own
product! Tommy promises to give us some
insight into how epoxies are made and how
to use them to advantage in bonding wood.
Don’t miss this one.

We are still looking for a site for the
Spring Show. I hope to have more details
at the meeting. Get those projects going —
there will be a show this spring.

Details on the next woodworking
classes at the February meeting. David
Traylor will be teaching the general
woodworking class again. The class will be
limited to about 15 people this time so if
you are interested be prepared to sign up at
the meeting. We would like to encourage
new woodworkers this time and give some
folks new to the craft the opportunity to
learn from a pro like David.

Wood carvers and would-be—carvers if
you want a class this time please step
forward. We did not have enough people to
hold a class last fall. If you are interested
be there and sign up!

Dale Lewis will not be doing the
turning class this spring. Is there another

instructor out there? Hopefully we will be
able to have another session this fall.

See you February 14th. Happy
Valentines Day.

LAST MEETING
JANUARY 10, 1991

We came away from this meeting with
a new appreciation for CANING. Ken
White, owner of Hoover Strip Shop,
demeonstrated one of the things he does
best, caning all types of chair seat bottoms.
There were four types of caning
demonstrated. First — the use of sheets of
cane woven at the factory. This is the most
common in use today and is crammed into
a groove (about Y4”) routed in the seat of
the chair and secured with glue and a spline
forced into the groove with the cane. The
cane is soaked over night and is soft and
pliable, so when the cramming is attempted
it will go in the groove easily. When the
cane dries it shrinks and becomes taunt,
which is what you want in the first place.
When, and if, in a few years the cane begins
to sag, just turn the chair upside down,
place a soppy wet towel on the cane bottom
and leave over night. When this operation
dries, the cane will shrink and become taunt
again. No paint varnish or stain should be
applied and the typical caning job should
last five years.

The second method involves, usually,a
straight chair to which strips of cane are
woven around the rounds comprising the
seat area. This is somewhat more difficult

in that the strips are of short lengths and
require splicing a new piece to the strip that
just ran out. Mr. White uses yellow glue
and two staples for splicing. He said those
staples that are visible on the under side,
after completing the job, are removed. He
cautioned us not to pull the strips too tight
since they are wet and will shrink as they
dry and if you don’t finish the seat at one
time, and have to come back to it the next
day, for instance, the cane will have shrunk
and it will be very difficult, if not
impossible to weave the new strips through
the dry/taunt strips previously put on. This
type of caning is usually associated with
Early American straight chairs which today
lots of people like to have in their den.

The third method is more familiar to
most of us. It is the Fiber Rush woven seat.
Authentic fiber rush is available, but it
costs about four times as much as the rolled
and twisted paper substitute. Many dining
room chairs have this type seat. The cord is
purchased by the pound and may be
secured from Ken or several mail order
companies. Unlike cane, rush is not wet
when applied and should be pulled taunt
when installed. Splicing is required here
too, and Mr. White ties square knots on the
underside and they are left that way. He
recommends the use of the library to learn
of the designs available, or purchasing a
paper back book on the subject. More about
this in a moment.

The fourth method dealt with a wooden
chair seat with holes drilled around the
opening over which the cane or rush will
be placed. This method is not in universal
use. He says he has to charge about three




times as much for this type seat as the cane
or rush seats.

If anyone is interested in attending a
class on caning or other methods of making
attractive, as well as serviceable, seat
bottoms you may call Hoover Strip Shop
and discuss it with Ken White. We truly
appreciate his coming and giving us this
very interesting and informative program.

DUES - DUES - DUES

Yes, it’s that time of year again. Aren’t
we glad it only comes once a year.
However, when you consider what you get
for your Twenty Dollars, it doesn’t seem so
bad. It is required that our dues be paid by
the end of February to maintain our
membership. If you prefer to send your
money in by mail you may mail it to Roy
Bates, Secretary—Treasurer, or the Post
Office Box shown on the Newsletter. We
have to be strict about this, so please get
’em in promptly so you won’t be dropped
from membership.

CLAMP BLOCKS FOR EDGE-
GLUING

One of the clumsiest jobs in the shop
is that of edge-gluing a number of
boards. By the time you manage to get
the boards together, set the glue blocks
in place and then get the bar clamps in
position, it seems like everything has
moved and you have to start aligning
things all over again. My cure for this
problem is some shop-built glue blocks
that are shaped like a letter "U.” I made
a pair out of scrap material ripped to one
inch, and then glued and tacked some
1/4 x 1-1/4-inch plywood on the sides.
These are easy to slip in position and
cannot fall off no matter how hard you
might try.
Jacob Schulzinger
Houston, TX

Alabama Woodworkers Guild
Newsletter is published
monthly for its members and
other interested parties.
Guild meetings are held
monthly on the second
Thursday at 7:00 P.M. at
Acton Moulding & Supply Co.
Information concerning the
Guild may be secured by
writing P.O. Box 506, Helena,
Al 35080 or calling the Editor,
Leonard Sanders, at
822-6876.

THE NEWSLETTER

One of the larger expenses the Guild
has is the printing of the Newsletter. We
enjoy a fine relationship with Riverchase
Print and Copy who print it and deliver it
to Birmingham Saw Works who so
generously donate the postage for mailing
in lieu of payment for the advertising space
in the Newsletter. Due to an unfortunate
series of mishaps or events, Riverchase P
& C were unable to get it to us on time in
January for which they have apologized
sincerely.

LUCKY BROOKS

Wouldn’t you know, and isn’t it true
that “them what has, gets”? During
December, Acton’s accumulated names of
customers in a box and the winner was
drawn at the end of the month. Well, past
president Nelson Brooks was the lucky
winner of a $100 Savings Bond proving
again what was said in the first sentence.

MARCH PROGRAM

Just a little advance notice about our
March program. You may remember
Randy Cochranne from Decatur, who
judged our show last year. He will be
speaking on chair design and construction
and shaping methods. More next month.
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