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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE NEXT MEETING inspiration his thought first turns to what

I hope that everyone had a joyous
holiday season. I want to thank all the toy
makers for the fantastic production run. We
had a record number of toys — the official
count was about 3 shy of 1000. The quality
and quantity were truly outstanding. I just
received an exciting letter from Ronny
Acton — he will be donating to the guild
5% of the value of our purchases at Acton’s
during 1991! This should help us bring in
some first class seminars and programs.
The Guild owes a great debt to Ronny for
his consistent outstanding support.

There will be a Spring show this year.
We are looking for a suitable site now. I
would like to know how the members feel
about a mall type show versus a location
like the South Central Bell Headquarters
lobby. A mall show would be shorter,
probably 3 days. Traffic would be much
higher and a broader “public” would be
able to see our work. Another possibility
would be one of the other downtown
buildings such as the AMSOUTH-Harbert
lobby. In either case security will be a
problem so we would have to have people
on duty all day and a place to lock up at
night. What type show location do you
prefer? Let me or any of the officers know
how you feel.

Time now to start planning your project
for the show. Of course I don’t have the
slightestidea what I will try this time —but
I am thinking about it.

See you at the January meeting.

Jim Caldwell

JANUARY 10,1991 « 7:00 P.M.

Something different has been arranged
for us. Some years ago we were introduced
to CANING, but we probably have
forgotten all about it. Ken White, owner of
HOOVER STRIP SHOP is going to
demonstrate caning. Mr. White has a
furniture stripping and refinishing business
and as a result is highly qualified to speak
onrefinishing and refurbishing. The caning
of chairs is an ancient craft but one most of
us don’t enter into voluntarily. Of course
the “cording” of chairs is similar and will
be demonstrated as well. Let’s make Ken
welcome by turning out a large attendance.

MAN OF THE YEAR

It didn’t come as much of a surprise
when the name of the 1990 Man of the Year
was announced. In addition to announcing
his name it was revealed there was no
contest, it was a hands—down complete full
blown win for our incoming
Vice-President for 1991 — DALE
LEWIS. Dale is an enormously talented
artist. Yes, artist. He not only is a superb
woodworker, he is a designer. Those pieces
he brings to the meetings for Show and Tell
weren’t taken from a book or picture, they
were conceived in his fertile brain and
transcribed first, to paper, then to wood.
We can take a lesson from him in that we
probably have a design inspiration on
occasion but don’t follow through with a
finished product, but when Dale has an

kind of wood would best fulfill the image
created in his mind. We are sure the
unanimity of our vote for Dale sprung from
the uniqueness, as well as expertness, with
which his work is created. We hail Dale for
a deserving honor heaped upon him and
look forward to many more years of
association with him.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Upon arrival at the Helena United
Methodist Church around 5:50 p.m. on the
appointed day we were greeted with a huge
room all ready for us. Some of our
wonderful ladies (mostly ladies) had spent
considerable time setting up folding tables
and chairs, put table cloths on the tables
and set up the food tables. All ready, at this
time, the food tables were nearly full of
meats, vegetables, casseroles, salads (of
every description), desserts, sweet and
unsweet tea, and coffee. Someone had
secured the plates, forks, knives and spoons
plus napkins. Now things like this don’t
just happen. Things like that are done by
people, and we have the best people in the
world when it comes to doing and getting
things done. Sue Acton is the lovely lady
who was the moving force this year as well
as in prior years. This has to be the best
Christmas party yet. There were more
members present than ever before. The
food was absolutely outstanding — a
sentiment expressed by everyone. You
ladies reached into your recipe books and
boxes and brought in a truly memorable







