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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE NEXT PROGRAM we had about 500 toys, last year between 700

New things to say in this column seem to
come hard in some months. The wife says I
should say something “presidential” . . . Four
score and seven days ago I had nothing to fear
but fear itself but asked not what the AWG
could do for me but what can I do for the
AWG. That’s Bad — Bad!

I am assured that Leonard has discussed
Kerry McCalla’s resignation elsewhere in this
newsletter but I will have to say a few words
about it. The AWG is surely going to miss
him. His contribution to the Guild over the
years has been outstanding. His talks on
antique tools have taught us all a great deal
about the history of hand tools. Kerry, we wish
you the best of luck in your new job and if you
find a ready source of cheap walnut
somewhere in Nashville let your old AWG
buddies know.

If anyone is looking for a contemporary
style house with a great shop location in the
basement I am sure that Kerry would like to
hear from you.

Roy Bates is the new treasurer. Roy and I
joined the club about the same time (several
years ago but I forget how many). He has an
accounting background so I am sure we have
a good man handling the cash!

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for
September 22, 1990. Henry Barrow will
present a one day seminar on WOOD
FINISHING. All woodworkers seem to want
to learn more about the art of finishing, here’s
your chance. We will publish all the details
next month.

AUGUST 9, 1990 « 7:00 p.m.

Most of us know, but for the benefit of
some of our newer members, our Guild has
participated in Toys for Tots almost from its
conception. It was the wisdom of its founding
fathers that the Guild should engage in some
form of community work and after surveying
the countryside they arrived at the conclusion
Toys for Tots was the best way to meet what
they felt was an obligation to contribute the
skills of its members to the community. The
first one I (editor) remember required each
member to make small toys or games and
these were turned over to the TFT folks; the
receiving area was the Liberty National
Building on 20th Street South. The next year
we made some larger things, as well as small,
and the receiving area was a room provided
by the Hyatt Hotel at the Civic Center, and we
had a covered dish dinner to make the event
more festive. After dinner, the toys were
turned over to the Hotel. At that time the Hyatt
participated with other Hyatts around the
country by having the World’s Largest Office
Party, at which the Rich & Famous (to borrow
atitle) bid for our toys in auction and there was
raised some $3,000 which was given to the
TFT people to buy toys for their Christmas
program. The next year we participated in the
auction again, but due to poor publicity few
people came and the proceeds were a little
under $1,000, After that experience we
decided to miake nice toys, games, small
furniture, etc. and deliver them directly to the
TFT. This has worked well. Year before last

and 800, and this year the goal is 1,000. The
sequence of the events in the early years may
not be exactly right, but is hopefully close
enough to present the picture. As of June 30th
we had 175 active members — and if each
member makes just five toys each we will
meet our goal. However, for each member
who doesn’t get in on the fun that means those
who do will have to make a few more than five
to meet the quota. Ben Neighbors has been our
Chairman the past two years and has
graciously accepted the job again. He is
bringing us our program this month and if he
does as good a job of motivating us as he has
in the past, you will go home from that
meeting enthusiastic about getting into the
program.

LAST PROGRAM - JULY 1990

Gene Benitez, our program chairman,
invited the Porter-Cable people to bring us a
program on machine and tool maintenance.
Messrs. Craig McClure and Mike Franklin
represented P-C. Craig is the manager of their
outlet in Birmingham, and Mike is their
Senior Service Technician. Between the two
of them we were impressed with the need to
pay more attention to our tools so that they last
longer and so they perform as designed.
Mentioned, for instance, Mike has seen many
electric hand tools with the wire having come
loose inside the casing because the owner
carried it around by the wire. We were told
about the importance of changing the brushes
in our tools, and how we should remove dust







