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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Now that the Spring Show is behind us I
hope all of you are planning your toy
production for TOYS FOR TOTS. We plan to
kick off the program early this year so every
one has plenty of time to produce lots of safe,
rugged top quality toys. Some scrap wood
suitable for many small toys has been
available the last two meetings. If you need
some, check to see what is available. If anyone
has wood they would like to share please bring
itto the meetings. I am sure there are members
eager to turn it into toys.

The Fall seminar on finishing is tentatively
set for September 22, 1990. ‘That seems to be
the weekend with the least football activity in
Birmingham. Mark your calendar now.

The big bi-annual International
Woodworking Fair (IWF) is coming up
August 24-27 in the Atlanta World Congress
Center. The show is intended for
manufacturers but many of the companies that
cater to the small shop will be there. The show
completely fills all of the World Congress
Center — it would be hard to walk through the
whole thing in one day. If you haven’t been to
IWF the experience is well worth the effort.

NEXT PROGRAM
JUNE 14, 1990 « 7:00 P.M.

Our spring evening classes are concluded
and with much success. Our program will be
brought to us by Fred Baker, Dale Lewis and
Ivan Kronberg, the instructors for the classes.
They will present some of the students who
will display some of the things they made in

the classes. Jerry deVenny, co-instructor of
the carving class will introduce the program.
By attending this meeting, you can determine
whether you need to attend the classes which
will be offered in the fall.

LAST MEETING -MAY 10, 1990

We had a most interesting diversion in our
pursuits of fine woodworking (no pun
intended). Mr. Robert “Bob” Taylor,
Forgemaster, Alabama Forge Council brought
a butane—fired oven (forge), an anvil and all
the tools needed to forge (hammer) hot metal.
There are a variety of hammers and tongs
necessary to handle the red-hot metal. You
sure had better handle the metal with tongs,
for if you attempt to hold a hot piece
bare-handed you will discover why the fellow
who picked up the hot horseshoe in the
blacksmith’s shop and dropped it so quickly
explaining it doesn’t take him long to examine
a horseshoe. If you are interested in
purchasing an anvil you can expect to pay
about $3/Ib. for a used one or $4/1b. for a new
one, and they start at around 100 pounds — so
figure it out for yourself. Mr. Taylor brought
along several colleagues just as devoted to this
ancient art and they wanted us to understand,
from the start, there is a difference between a
blacksmith, who creates art and utilitarian
objects, and a farrier, one who shoes horses.
These men utilize a variety of sources for
material; for instance, they can use RTS (rear
truck springs) which they secure at auto junk
yards and similar sources for other metals. We
learned it is necessary to attain a temperature
0f 2100° in the forge to get the metal ready to
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work, but if the piece is overheated it will
likely shatter when struck with a hammer.
After a piece is formed into the object
intended, it is usually necessary to restore the
temper that was removed in the heating and
reheating, and this is done by immersing the
object in a pail of water or a container of oil,
depending on the use to be made of the piece.
These men make chisels for woodworking,
calipers (both single and double), and
decorative garage or barn hinges, candle
holders, sconces, etc. We appreciate these
men sharing their form of art with us.

KERRY’S ANTIQUES

First off, we had to listen to a feeble
explanation of how difficult it was for him to
decide what to bring and show us. Our fears
were vanished, however, when he produced
three antiques. First, a pair of Winding Boards
— these were two boards some 1” x 3” x 30",
one of which had two white (bone, probably)
inserts along the top edge; after a board had
been jointed, for instance, the Winding Boards
were placed on the board and if you sighted
down the top edge of the first board and could
see more white on one side of the inserts than
the other, the board wasn’t flat. Our ancestors
weren’t so dumb were they? Second, a
Wimble Brace — you know, a brace as in
brace and bit, but this brace had about twice
the length of the back leg as the front, and this
creates twice the speed of the chuck in the
shorter front leg. Third, and last, a Jarvis —
this was used by wheelwrights to make wheel
spokes, or stated another way, a super
spokeshave. Is there no end to the wonderful
antiques Kerry brings us? We hope not.







