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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Spring Show will be June 2, 1990
through June 8, 1990 in the South Central Bell
Headquarters Building lobby, 600 North 19th
St. Setup will be Saturday morning June 2
with judging that afternoon. I hope that every
Guild member will enter at least one object.
Let’s all get to work on that project!

Ben Erickson from Utah, Alabama has a
very interesting group of subjects for the
Guild Seminar on March 31, 1990. Ben will
discuss frame and panel door construction,
cabinet construction using biscuit joinery and
water based lacquer finishes. He will use the
new vertical raised panel router bits to make
the door panels. Sounds like an interesting
day. The seminar will start at 9:00 am and end
at 3:00 pm. The Guild will furnish coffee and
soft drinks. Bring your own lunch.
Registration will be $15.00 at the door. At the
February meeting 22 people signed the list
saying they would attend. Sign up at the
March meeting or give me a call. We need to
know approximately how many are coming
for planning purposes. (So we don’t run out of
donuts and coffee!)

The Guild visit to Kentuck Center, North
Port, Alabama is set for Saturday, April 28.
Graig Nutt will show us his shop and discuss
his work. Anden Houben will show us his
shop where he builds harpsichords and other
musical instruments. The glass studio will also
be in operation at the Center. The Kentuck
Center houses some of the finest craftsmen in
the Southeast. The Kentuck Museum will be
open for us after the Kentuck Center tour.

Craig Butterworth will be with us for the
March meeting describing how to use the

“Story Board” to plan and layout built in
cabinets. You have got to see it to believe it.
Jim Caldwell

LAST MEETING

Since the editor was involved, along with
Fred Baker, in the February meeting he finds
it difficult to be objective about the quality of
the program. But here goes. For the benefit of
those members who were not present, the
program was about workbenches — yes,
workbenches. When Fred and Leonard were
asked to put together a program on
workbenches, they were ata loss to know how
to begin. Upon considering moving their
respective benches to the meeting, it became
clear this was impractical due to the size and
weight of them. Fortunately, a friend of
Leonard’s, Montgomery (Monty) Truss (and
afriend of several of the other members) came
to our rescue with his TV camera. Monty came
to each of our homes and taped us explaining
how and why we built our benches, and what
material was used and why the style was
employed. Fred’s bench, a monster, witha 10’
top, and perched on a cabinet containing 16
drawers (each drawer perfectly dovetailed) is
a thing of beauty. He has a screw vise on one
end to operate the moving part of his
bench-dog arrangement along the front edge
of the bench; and a conventional side vise on
the other end. He also has provision for
hold—down devices (in addition to bench
dogs) which attach to bolts submerged in the
bench top which are pushed up for attachment
to the hold—downs. Fred relied on Issue No.
50 of Woodsmith Magazine, “Workbenches”
by Taunton Press, and a couple of other
publications. As for Leonard’s bench, it

faithfully followed Woodsmith’s No. 50, a
European style bench. It is made entirely of
hard maple, except for the underneath cabinet
which is made of 34” plywood, faced with
maple strips. It has a screw vise on one end to
operate the bench—dogs arranged along the
front edge, and a conventional side vise on the
other end. The bench measures 5’ long and
30” wide (including a tool and dust trough).
The cost of constructing the bench was $465
which includes about $185 worth of vises. The
members present, some 90 of them, showed
their appreciation by applause and
complimentary remarks after the program.

NEXT MEETING
MARCH 8, 1990 - 7:00 P.M.

So you want to know more about cabinet
making? Now is your chance. Not only do you
have a chance to learn how, you may learn the
simplest way to do it. We are privileged to
have Craig Butterworth as our guest and he
will demonstrate the “Story Pole” method of
making cabinets. Some of us have heard of
this and others have not. As best we can
explain, visualize a pole made of a piece of 1”
x 2” and long enough to be as long as the
longest measurement as will be required in
making the cabinets. In other words, if the
longest measurement is 48”, then you need a
“pole” 48” long. All shorter measurements are
marked off on the “pole” and when you go to
the saw to cut parts for the cabinet you make
your cutting marks from the marks on the
“pole.” The theory behind this is all parts will
be of equal length or size if the same mark off
the “pole” is used in making all cuts. If you
still don’t get it, just come to the meeting and
find out first hand from the expert.







