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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 8, 1990 there are some 2.4 million eye injuries each

Plans for the Spring Show are underway.
The South Central Bell Headquarters building
lobby has been completely redecorated since
we had our show there two years ago. The
lighting is greatly improved and the security
is very good. The Board agreed that since the
Hoover Mall space we used last year is no
longer available we should try for the SCB
lobby. Iam confident that we will be permitted
to have the show there this year. We are
requesting the use of the lobby for the week of
May 19 - 25. I should have a definite
commitment from South Central Bell before
the next Newsletter. That lobby is a big place
so we will have plenty of room for exhibiting
your work.

The last issue of the Newsletter ran an
article from WOODSMITH MAGAZINE on
plywood. Recently I found a grade that I had
not heard of before, “Paint Grade” ¥4 inch
Birch (on both sides). A local plywood dealer
here in Birmingham has it for under $30 a
sheet. It was perfect for the project I had
underway and saved me a bit of money. The
surface is quite good and could be used for any
number of shop projects. They don’t book
match the veneers and there are a few surface
knots that are filled and smooth.

We will be ready to register students for
the Woodworking, Carving and Turning
classes at the February meeting. Registration
is limited in each course so bring your check
book!

Jim Caldwell

You are not going to believe this, but Gene
Benitez, Vice-President and program
chairman, asked Fred Baker and Leonard
Sanders to come up with a program on
workbenches. How in the world could anyone
come up with anything of interest on this
subject. Well, Fred and I talked about it and it
becameevident it would be a tremendous task,
if not impossible, to bring our workbenches to
the meeting. Fred’s weighs some 800 pounds
and mine some 300 pounds, either of which
would require an awful lot of manpower to
move. So, we did the next best thing — a
friend of mine video—taped our benches in
place in our shops. You will be getting a better
look at them this way than if they were there
in front of you. Both our benches were
influenced by Issue No. 50 of Woodsmith
Magazine. Of course, a workbench is still a
workbench, but we all must have one and you
might get some idea from these.

LAST MEETING - JANUARY 1990

We were fortunate to have Dr. John Owen,
an Ophthalmologist, convince us with the use
of slides that we should never forget, for one
moment, to protect our eyes from injury while
pursuing our wonderful hobby,
woodworking. We are glad John’s mother,
Ethel, is one of us and was instrumental in
getting Dr. Owen to share with us his
enormous talent and experience in the care of
eyes. Dr. Owen is associated with the
Norwood Clinic and the Eye Foundation and
through these affiliations has seen “it all”
when it comes to eye problems. He averred

year, many of which could be avoided through
the preventive measure of wearing safety
glasses. It was surprising to learn that there are
numerous eye injuries resulting from bits of
steel flying off a nail which has been struck by
a hammer, something all of us do every day.
Safety glasses will eliminate this problem. Dr.
Owen suggests we get our eyes checked at
least every two years. As for safety glasses, he
recommends they be made of polycarbonate
glass, with frames of impactresistant material,
have mesh around the outside edges to deflect
flying particles, and if you choose goggles be
sure they have a gasket that fits close to your
face. We all get “something” in our eyes from
time to time and Dr. Owen stated if you can
move the object, wash it out with water, but if
it won’t move see a doctor. We appreciate Dr.
Owen’s sharing this important information
with us.

DUES TIME AGAIN

If you were at the last meeting you know
the matter of annual dues came up. Our
outgoing Treasurer, Walter Barnett, and our
incoming Treasurer, Kerry McCalla, assisted
many of you in making your payment at that
meeting. What a Bargain! For $20 a year you
get eleven programs, a Christmas party, door
prizes each month, participation in our Spring
Show, participation in Toys for Tots, a
discount on material and supplies purchased
at Acton’s, the use of our ever growing library,
and a monthly newsletter. Incidentally, our
spouses are always welcome at our meetings,
parties or field trips at no additional dues. That
is $1.66 a month, one of the most outstanding







