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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope that all of you had a fine Christmas
and that Santa brought you that tool that you
have been longing for. In case you missed it,
the Guild Christmas Party lived up to the
billing that Leonard gave it in the last
newsletter. The food was truly outstanding!

The 1989 Toys For Tots Program was a
great success. Many thanks to everyone who
built a toy. Early in 1990 I would like to
publish a set of guidelines for building safe
toys. I have heard and read many conflicting
instructions and think that an “official”
guideline would be of help to us all. The
Consumer Products Safety Council is
probably the place to start. If anyone has
information on how to obtain the latest set of
government guidelines please let me know.

I justreceived the Winter 1990 issue of the
Highland Hardware’s “Wood News”. They
have an extensive list of seminars planned for
1990 covering a wide variety of subjects.
Twenty four are scheduled in the first 5
months. They are a bit pricey, especially if you
include transportation and lodging. I hope we
can offer at least 2 here in Birmingham this
year. I think we can equal Highlands quality
and certainly beat the price.

Many of you watched Norm Abram’s PBS
television series “The New Yankee
Workshop” last year. A new series will air in
1990 on Channel 10 beginning in March,
probably on a Thursday night. Thirteen shows
are scheduled. Channel 10 has promised to
send me a schedule about 4 weeks in advance.
We will publish the schedule in the
Newsletter. I enjoyed the programs myself
even though I don’t agree with all of Norm’s
techniques. He does have some very practical
ideas and if you aren’t too much of a purist

you can always learn a few things from
watching.

Gene Benitez has some very good ideas for
programs in 1990. Stay tuned, I think you will
like what’s coming.

Jim Caldwell

JANUARY PROGRAM

“Safety in the Workshop”, a subject we
frequently try to push in the background
because we all think of ourselves as the safest
woodworker in existence. We are neglectful
of covering our eyes, plugging our ears and
protecting our lungs by wearing dust masks.
Most of us don’t want to think about these
precautions much like we don’t like to clean
up our shops and the other non—fun aspects of
having a shop. Well, don’t despair. There is
help on the way. The son of our own Ethel
Owen (the basket lady), Dr. John Owen, an
Ophthalmologist is going to bring us our
program, a program that is way overdue. This
might be a program to which you would like
to bring an interested guest, and who knows,
the guest might like us enough to apply for
membership.

CHRISTMAS PARTY - 1989

It is amazing what a wonderful time a
group of woodworkers and their wives and
families can have when the prospects for a
scrumptious meal and distribution of fabulous
prizes and gifts are in the offing. All of these
things took place when our party was held at
the Helena United Methodist Church. We do

appreciate the church making their recreation
hall, complete with kitchen, available to us for
this the third year. To describe the spread of
covered dishes is impossible. The variety of
meat dishes, vegetables, salads, desserts and
bread and drinks makes our party each year
most memorable. After enjoying the meal, the
group, consisting of about 100 of us, engaged
in a Christmas song and carol singing
accompanied by Sue Acton and led by
Leonard Sanders. Following the singing,
President Brooks began the unwinding
process for his tenure by introducing the
incoming officers and directors. At this time
it seemed the appropriate time to recognize
Nelson for his two years of hard work with and
for the Guild and his devoted leadership. He
was presented with a token of our appreciation
in the form of a Makita Belt Sander. Then,
after having served as Treasurer since the
beginning of time, Walter Barnett was
recognized for his attention to the finances of
the Guild all these years by the offering of a
gift of a Makita Belt Sander. We appreciate
these men and the contribution they have
made in making our Guild the outstanding
organization it has become.

Ron and Sue Acton have been the Guild’s
most ardent supporters all down through the
years. We appreciate their permitting us to
meet in their wonderful plant and hold our
classes of instruction there each week. To top
all of that, they brought an unbelievable
assortment of tools and accessories to the
party which were distribuied by drawings.
There were portable power tools, measuring
and marking devices, stains and varnishes,
clamps, chisels, and many other items too
numerous to mention. The Guild and its
members express their appreciation to
Acton’s for their support and encouragement







