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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE JANUARY PROGRAM

Happy New Year!! I hope everyone had a super holiday season and
found a lot of shiny new tools under your Christmas tree.

AsIstart my second year as your President, I want to thank the other
officers, committee members, and each and every member who has
faithfully attended our meetings and helped spread the word about our
Guild. Thanks for making 1988 a good year for our Guild.

Last year we had excellent meetings, spring workshops, a good
spring show,aFANTASTIC Toys for Tots campaign, a super Christmas
party and finished the year with Rude Osolnik coming here. But that
was 1988, and with any program you measure success by topping the
previous year. So, as we begin 1989, I ask for your help, advice, and
continued support to make ’89 a super year for us.

Last year our theme was PARTICIPATION and EDUCATION. I
feel we should carry that over this year. Attendance at our monthly
meetings has been great. Participation in our workshops has been great.
Currently we have 23 people enrolled in Fred Baker’s class. Hope they
all graduate Fred!! Soon we’ll have alibrary so you can check out books.
We're making plans for our 1989 Spring Show and more workshops.
So remember — participation and education mean success!!

Again I want to thank everyone who made toys in 1988, and making
this program a huge success. So I don’t get caught trying to make toys
aweek before they 're due, I’'m making a New Year’s resolution to make
five toys each month this year. Will you join me in making this
commitment?

See you at the next meeting. Remember our special Show & Tell
this month and bring a friend.

Nelson

It is a pleasure to announce our first program for 1989 will be
outstanding. Charles Ellis, one of our members, is a professor at Indian
Springs School and specializes in making stringed musical instruments.
Among the instruments he makes is the banjo, harps and dulcimers.
Included in the demonstration will be steam bending laminated strips
he uses in his instruments. There is a lot more to making stringed
instruments than meets the eye when you consider the stress that is put
on glued joints when the strings are tightened for use. Professor Ellis
sells his instruments so he must know something about making them
and we will benefit much from seeing and hearing this demonstration.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Our second annual Christmas Party was a huge success. There were
some 125 of us to enjoy a wonderful feast, great fellowship, and a
thoroughly entertaining skit led by Sue Acton and assisted by three of
her friends. After dinner and the program, we returned from the
auditorium to the dining hall for the awarding of prizes to the toy
makers. What amarvelous success our Toys for Tots project was. About
sixty of our members made close to 600 toys. Not just toys, but great
and wonderful toys. There were toys from little wheeled cars all the way
up to rocking horses, and there were about twenty rocking horses.
Ironing boards, miniature pool tables, doll beds (20 or 30), all manner
of wheeled cars, trucks, airplanes (35), helicopters, pull toys, push—stick
toys, little chairs, little benches, little stools, little hand—held irons (for
ironing doll clothes), and others were turned over to the TFT people.
They had to send a truck to haul them away. You participants are to be
congratulated and we hope those of you that didn’t will next year. As
for the prizes, as previously announced, the names of each participant
were placed in the “hat” one time for each toy he had produced and with
some 600 names in the pot President Brooks engaged the services of a
cute little girl (not the first time he has done so) to reach in the box and
draw the names. Hopefully, the following list is complete. The prizes
were furnished by the Guild out of Guild funds except for three
furnished by Birmingham Saw Works, gift certificates by Fred Sandlin
for sharpening and some rosewood donated by Anita Skocik.







