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PRESIDENT’S LETTER...

Man, what a program! You may
rest assured you missed a thoroughly
fascinating program if you weren’t
there on Aug. 13th. The VISADOR
CO. sent their chief of Research and
Development and their regional
salesman who together, made us
novices realize building stairs is no
cinch. We had builders visiting who
learned much also.

Speaking of learning--that’s what
our guild is all about. We strive to
have programs designed to teach or
instruct. No lectures, but
demonstrations we can learn from and
take home and use.

I was thrilled with the response to
the two clip boards circulated at the
last meeting. We had 16 members
sign up to enter something in the
SHOW (9/24, 25, 26). There are
several of you who were not present
who will want to make an entry, so
keep working on it and have it ready
to bring as soon as we set the hour
(probably around 9:00 AM. on
Thursday, 9/24/87.) I was also pleased

with the other clipboard which
outlined the hours we need members
(at least, two) attending the show
pieces, (in a sense, baby sitting them).
Naturally, we want to take every
precaution to protect our entries---and
we will. By the way, from the list of
pieces you gave me, we will have a
fine variety of items and skills on
display. This show should bring us a
host of new members--men and
women like you and me, people who
love the feel and smell of wood, and
people who want to learn more about
working and finishing wood.

Following up on my pitch about
Toys for Tots, don’t let the time slip
up on you. December will be here
before you know it. Nelson Brooks is
working hard to find the best place to
hold our auction and we are
suggesting that if you would prefer to
make jewelry boxes, candle sticks or
other small gift-type items, please do
so keeping in mind their saleability or
auctionability.

The Show and Tell isn’t being
participated in quite as strongly as I
had hoped. It is usually the same ones

who are bringing their pieces--and
they are much appreciated--but I wish
more you you would bring yours.

So much for this tune. As
mentioned elsewhere in the
newsletter, our next program is on
FINISHING. I look forward to
greeting all of you on Sept. 10th, (the
last meeting before the SHOW).

Leonard
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MEMBERSHIP...

Coy Ellis is our membership
chairman. Anyone desiring
information about our guild, and/or
registration forms may call him at
833-5101 or write to him at 429 East
Ventura Drive Birmingham, AL
35235.

If you wish to send in your dues,
Walter Barnett is treasurer, and can
be reached at 823-5951 or 3409
Hanford Lane, Birmingham, AL
35226.
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Our Red Oak Treads and Risers are manufactured unde

highly controlled standards for beauty that lasts a lifetime.

C-8070 MR
Mitered Return Tread
1% x 10%” and 11%"

NOTES OF OUR LAST
MEETING...

As Ron Acton was about to introduce
our guest speakers/demonstrators for
the evening, one could feel an air of
anticipatio.. in the 50 or so
members/guests present, amongst
which were some of Ron’s customers,
and stair builders/installers.

The VISADOR CO. is in Marion,
Va.,, is over 100 years old, and was
started by J. D. Hall, Jr. Coffman
started in Ohio and later merged with
Visador. When you’ve been around
for that length of time, specializing in
stair parts and millwork, you can
expect quality and fine workmanship.
That’s what you get from Visador, as
attested by Ron Acton, who is #1 in
stair sales in the district covering
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

Joe Hampton is Research and
Development Manager with the
company, and Greg Palmer is the
sales representative for Ron’s district.
As these men stepped forward beside
a display model, one could see that
they were proud of their product.

As Joel pointed out, in the olden
days, houses were originally designed
around the stairway, but now stairs
are built to accommodate the design
of the house.

Coffman can furnish your stair
parts in most of six different profiles:
Hampton, Traditional, Classic,
Wellington, Regency, and Centurion.
They’re available in Beech, Poplar,
and Oak.
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Up Easing

For those of you who have always
dreamed of a showplace staircase, the
largest distributor of curved
stairways also makes and sends to the
job site prenumbered and ready to put
together stairways. How much easier
can they make it?

Listening to Joel, you appreciate
his being in R&D as he simplifies the
measuring, cuts, and installing. First,
we were handed out a rise/run scale
that also explained how to figure out
how many risers will be needed. This
is useful to know whether youre
building stairs out of pine or out of
expensive material.

Code states no more than 3/16th
difference in rise, so they really build
to specification, and precision.

Often times we just don’t know
where to start measuring for the first
baluster. The face of the baluster
should be in line with the face of the
tread. You take the amount of nosing
plus Y2 the thickness of the baluster
and you have the marking of your
first baluster.

Another area of measure that is
often overlooked when rough framing
for stairs is to allow for the nosing
overhang. If you’re building 48 inch
stairs, you have to allow 1% in for
overhang, making your R.O. 46% in.

In his strive to make installations
easier and faster, and therefore more
economical, Joel has developed
various jigs that the company sells at
cost. When you're cutting a part that

4%" Center
of Rail to Center
of Newel Cap

C-7030
Left-Hand Volute

may cost $100-$150, you do not want
to make too many mistakes.

He also showed how the use of a
pitch block, (a triangular block which
will be cut on the rise, and run and
will have the longitudinal part as the
pitch), can be most helpful, as well as
a precision drill guide used for drilling
angled holes in the rail.

When joining parts together (rail
parts), the use of rail bolts or clamp
nails were shown.

As we progressed from the
stringers to the treads and risers, and
the measuring for the balusters, and
the fillings, (volute and risers, and
rail), Joel made it look so simple, that
no doubt at least % of those present
felt confident that they could install a
set of Visador/Coffman stairs without
TOO much difficulty.

I seem to have overlooked Greg in
my forementioned, but I will interject
at this time that he was Joel’s right
hand man in putting the display
together as Joel was talking and Greg
would also point out availabilities of

.items and other points of interest to

the builders and installers which in
turn was often times of interest to all.

They make a very strong team and
presented a very informative and
professional demonstration of their
company’s products.

Thanks ever so much, Joel and
Greg. You gave a superb meeting of
the minds. Come again any time.






