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Pr esi den t ’s M essage 
F E B RU A RY  2009 

Gui ld  New s 

Those of you who skipped the January meet ing missed one of our  bet ter  meet-
ings.  We star ted with a chain saw demonstrat ion and went  from there to turning 
ar t ist ic vessels.  We had a large turnout  and two real ly nice demonstrat ions-
thanks to al l  those involved. 

A suggest ion was made at  the January board meet ing to change th e Gu i l d  
meet i ng day to t he th i r d Satu r day an d the meet i ng pl ace to t he WEC i n  
Mayl en e.  I  took a st raw pol l  at  the January Guild meet ing and found the mot ion 
had overwhelming support .  Th e i ssue wi l l  be br ough t  up at  t he Febr u ar y 
Gu i l d  meet i ng for  a vote.  I  encourage you to come to the meet ing, email  your 
vote to Guild Secretary, Monta K ing (montakin@bellsouth.net) by February 18th, 
or  send i t  by proxy.  Let  us hear  your  views. (I  guess this is change you can be-
l ieve in, huh?) 

I  hope we have a good Annual Show this year .  I  am asking you to get  those 
projects moving and finished by October .  I  would l ike to see some new names on 
the projects this year  so i f you have never  entered this would be a good t ime.  I  
would l ike to brag that  I  have my show piece already finished and ready to go. 
                                                                                                                      C. Ar d 

Febr uar y 19th  Come and Exper i ence Au tomata 
Some qu i t e si mpl e, other s i n t r i cate feats of  engi neer i ng   

You may have seen their  work whi le visi t ing the shops of the Southern High-
land Craft  Gui ld in Gat l inburg, TN; Ashevi l le or  Blowing Rock, NC; Middlesboro, KY, 
The Cobblestone Shoppe in Rome, GA or  Hanson Gal lery, Fine Ar t  &  Craft  in Knox-
vi l le, TN. Bud and Suzi  Ri char ds cr eate con tempor ar y fol k  ar t  pi eces i n  many 
var i a t i ons, some qu i te si mpl e, other s i n t r i ca te feats of  engi neer i ng.   

The making of moving wooden figures on stages, or  au t omat a, dates back to 
the t ime of ancient  Egypt .  Most  of the pieces Bud and Suzi Richards have made are 
based on themes of history, nature, l i terature, ear ly fl ight , and everyday l i fe si tua-
t ions. They begin with ideas enter taining, educat ional, or  humorous from fr iends, 
family or  others devoted to working the Southern Highland Craft  Gui ld’s shops. Each 
project  includes making sketches, determining an act ion sequence, designing the me-
chanical actuat ion, and choosing a paint  scheme.  There is much mental work and 
conversat ion before any piece physical ly begins.   

I n the fabr icat ion process, wood select ion, sizing, precede t ransfer r ing the 
design to wood, and cut t ing out  the out l ines on a band saw.  From there i ts power 
tools along with an assor tment  of t radit ional hand tools (a Dremel motor  tool, a 
Proxxon sander , a ver t ical  or  narrow belt  sander , var ious chisels, knives, and fi les to 
carve fine detai ls).                                                                                (Continued on Page 2) 
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I nsi de th i s i ssue: 
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Do you  k now what  a  gr aver  i s?  Do you  k now how i t  i s used?   
A. R. Br ay wi l l  show us a l l  abou t  gr aver s and how they ar e 
used i n  ou r  Febr uar y pr e-meet i ng pr ogr am 
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I t ems for  Sale 

4/4 FAS w h i t e oak  for  $1.25 per  boar d foot . 4/4 Afr i -
can  mahogany for  $2.50 per  boar d foot . 5/4 quar t er  
saw n w h i t e oak  for  $2.50 per  boar d foot , and 6/4 
w alnu t  for  $3.00 per  boar d foot .  
M i chael  Toml i n  205/613-5563 

Pow er mat i c Dust  Col lect or  Model 073, 1 1/2 HP 
115/230V,3450 RPM $150 Buzz K el l y  205/873-9568 

Pow er mat i c M odel  64A 10" Table Saw . Apx. 7 years 
old with very l i t t le use, Excellent  condit ion $550 Gary 
205/335-3570 
www.powermat ic.com/Products.aspx?Part=1791227K- to 
get  addi t ional  informat ion on the saw  

(Continued from page 1)  Somet imes cloth, yarns, leather, 
and metals are used for  accent .  Pieces are cut  out , 
roughly carved, and sanded, the par ts are fi t ted and 
adjusted to suit  their  desired movement .  Pieces are 
disassembled, pr imed and painted.  A stage is con-
st ructed.  Gears are made and fi t ted to the main 
shaft . Final ly gears are glued, screw eyes instal led, 
and wires at tached to t ransfer  movement  to the fig-
ures.  Unt i l  the crank is turned, the final  result  is un-
known. More thinking and modificat ions may be in 
order  before Bud and Suzi  consider  i t  to be wor thy. 

Several of their  pieces have been shown in 
var ious exhibi t ions: M ARK  TWAI N appeared in the 
35th Annual Toys Designed by Ar t ists Exhibi t ion in 
L i t t le Rock’s Arkansas Ar t  Center , FL I GH T of  
SK I M M ERS at  the 75th Annual Exhibi t ion of the 
Southern Highland Craft  Gui ld at  Arrowmont  School 
of Ar ts and Crafts’ Sandra J. Blain Gal ler ies, in Gat -
l inburg, Tennessee; H OM ER L EDFORD, K EN-
TUCK Y TREASURE in Makers and Their  Mentors 
and L EONARDO in the New Members Show at  the 
Folk Ar t  Center  in Ashevi l le, Nor th Carol ina.  Pres-
ent ly, a piece, M ARK  TWAI N, is at  the Appalachian 
Regional Commission in Washington, D. C. (on display 
unti l  June 2009 wi th fi fty other  pieces representative of 
the work of the craftsmen and women of the Southern 
Highland Craft Gui ld which covers al l  the states wi thin 
the Appalachians.)  I n the past  three years, they have 
par t icipated in the educat ional demonst rat ions in 
both Nor th Carol ina and Tennessee for  the Southern 
Highland Craft  Gui ld and another  for  The Cobble-
stone Shoppe. 

You wi l l  not  want  to miss our  February meet -
ing.  This is a good oppor tunity to br ing your  spouse 
or  a guest .   

WOODWORKI NG EDUCATI ON CENTER  
(WEC ) New s 

We had a great  meet ing last  month at  the WEC with at -
tendance very good. Since then the drum sander  and the 
second band saw have been moved into place, the equipment  
not  being used was moved out  of the main shop area and 
some ser ious cleanup was done. The shop is much more 
open now and looks great . The 24” Gr izzly drum sander  is 
now in operat ion and the next  t ime you are at  the WEC 
have the supervisor  on duty check you out  on i t  and star t  
using the sander .  

The idea of having  “ Another  Day at  the WEC” has been 
discussed. This would be simi lar  to what  Fr ed Bak er  used 
to do at  Bo Thuston’s on Fr iday afternoons and our  “Fr idays 
Group” cont inue today. We wou l d  meet  an other  day a  
week , ta l k  woodwor k i n g, have demonst r a t i ons, and 
maybe do a  pr oj ect . For  the t ime being we have selected 
Tuesday of each week to do this - we would meet  around 
11:00, talk woodworking, have lunch and then cont inue for  2 
or  3 more hours. The f i r st  “ Another  Day a t  the WEC”  
wi l l  be Mar ch  3r d star t i ng a t  11:00 and l unch  wi l l  be 
pr ovi ded. In this ini t ial  meet ing we wi l l  discuss  what  the 
par t icipants want  these sessions to accomplish. Mark your  
calendar  for  March 3rd  and hope to see several of you there.  
This gives those of you who can’t  come on Fr idays or  those 
of you that  want  to do two days another  oppor tunity to work 
with a group at  the WEC.     Cl i f f  Dan i el s 

A Wor d f r om t he Toy Chai r man  

We’re planning three Toy Workshops this year  at  the 
WEC in Apr i l , June, and August .  The fi rst  one wi l l  be held 
on the Saturday fol lowing our  Apr i l  meet ing.  The date is 
Apr i l  18th.  More detai ls next  month but  go ahead and mark 
your  calendars now.                                              Buzz Kel l y 

   Thank you so much for  your  gener-
ous gi fts.  I ’ve always wanted to know 
how to play the guitar . Now, i t ’s just  a 
mat ter  of t ime before I ’m playing l ike 
a pro.  The tool box that  I  received is 
amazing.  I ’l l  never  need to borrow a 
tool - that ’s for  sure.  I ’l l  be the one 
lending.  I ’l l  probably buy some books 
and manuals with the money and 
Wal-Mar t  card.  Again, thank you for  
the gi fts.  Merry Chr istmas and a 
Happy New Year .  Andr ew 

Above is a note of thanks from Andrew who the Gui ld adopted for  Chr ist-
mas from the Alabama Sher i ff’s Boys Ranch.   

Dan Br ow n i ng has arranged for  Mi k e Guess, DeWal t -PC-Del ta r ep f r om Ba l t i mor e, and sever a l  factor y r ep-
r esen tat i ves f r om the Tennessee factor y t o meet  wi th  t he Gu i l d  for  an  R& D i n for mat i on  gather i ng meet -
i ng.  Mike and his team would l ike our  input  and evaluat ion on several  fami l ies of tools - dust  col lect ion and vacuums, sanders, 
routers, por table handheld planers, table saws and dr i l l  presses.   The meet ing with be on Wednesday, Febr uar y  18t h  at  
J ohn  L aw son©s shop dow nt ow n - 24th Street  South between 6th Avenue South and 7th Avenue South.  We©l l  meet  at  
500pm for  2 t o 3 hour s.  At  the conclusion of the meet ing, there wi l l  be some nice giveaways. 
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We ar e ver y for tunate to have the fol l owi ng pat r ons who 
suppor t  the Gu i l d .  They ar e excel l en t  suppl i er s of  pr od-
ucts or  ser vi ces i n  the l ocal  ar ea that  pr ovi de monetar y 
suppor t  or  a l l ow us to use thei r  var i ous faci l i t i es for  
Gu i l d  funct i ons: 

The Dogw ood I nst i t u t e School  of  F i ne Woodw or k i ng  
Offers woodworking classes for  beginner  to advanced 
woodworkers on var ious topics with concentrat ion on 
teaching the “Process” of making furni ture. Our signature 
courses on Foundations for  Fine Woodworking, has been 
ext remely popular  and guides the student  through a ser ies 
of Foundat ions Courses to prepare them for  bui lding qual-
i ty furni ture. Other  courses include veneer ing, turning, 
finishing and project  classes. Next  year  the school is ex-
panding faci l i t ies/courses and wi l l  offer  several  weeklong 
courses. Al l  courses are taught  by master  craftsmen with a 
vast  amount  of exper ience in di fferent  areas of exper t ise. 
Courses are conducted in our  spacious horse farm in Al-
pharet ta, GA featur ing two large ful ly equipped barns in-
cluding a turning studio &  steam bending equipment . The 
environment  lends to learning woodworking ski l ls in a 
pleasant  surrounding. Our mission: “To provide qual i ty 
inst ruct ional  courses to individuals who are interested in 
fur ther ing their  knowledge of woodworking at  al l  levels of 
interest  and ski l l .” 1640 Mid-Broadwel l  Rd, Alpharet ta, 
GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

J .R. Pr ew i t t  &  Associ at es, I nc.  I ndependent  Insurance 
Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewit t  &  Associates, I nc. 
is a family owned agency that  has grown to one of the larg-
est  fi rms in the Birmingham area.  Represent ing over  a 
dozen insurance carr iers, the agency provides a ful l  spec-
t rum of insurance services to over  3500 cl ients.  From indi-
viduals to mult i -state corporat ions, the agency pr ides i tsel f 
on i t ’s loyal , long term cl ient  base as a resul t  of unparal-
leled customer service.  Contact  us for  your  personal, busi-
ness, or  professional  insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. 
South, Birmingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-930-9207 
FAX (205)-930-0450 

Pau l  M anci l l , Real t or   Resident ial , land, &  commercial  
(205)-706-6252 

M ax Tool , I nc. is a dist r ibutor  of cut t ing tools, abrasives, 
MRO and machine shop suppl ies. Founded in 1985, we are 
located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max Tool represents the 
product  l ines of many of indust ry©s foremost  manufactur-
ers from around the wor ld.. 119 B Citat ion Court , Bir -
mingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 www.maxtoolinc.com 

The Aw ar ds &  Engr av i ng Place is a ful l service engrav-
ing shop, offer ing both laser  and flatbed rotary engraving.  
We engrave direct ly on wood, glass, plast ic, and a var iety 
of coated metals.  We offer  plaques, glass and acryl ic 
wards, t rophies, inter ior  signs and name badges.  We have 
been in business in Hoover  since 1987. Contact  Ken 
Murer , The Awards &  Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover  
Court , Hoover , Al  35226, (205)-823-7676  fax  (205)-822-
1111 

Commer ci al  H eat i ng and Ai r , Char l i e Ar d 

Gui l d  Pat r ons ABC 33/40 - Alabama’s TV New s L eader   
Our thanks to local  television stat ion ABC 33/40 and videogra-
pher , B i l l  Cast le, for  their  suppor t  of the community act ivi t ies 
of the Alabama Woodworkers Gui ld. 

J i menez Pai n t  L L C, I nter ior  and exter ior  paint ing, drywal l  
and pressure washing. Quality work - L icensed and insured, 
free est imates. Cal l  Jesus at  966-0142 

M ar t i n  M ar i et t a Aggr egates, Ri ck ey H or t on  

A-1 Sand &  M or t ar , Alabaster , Bu t ch  Clar k  

Woodcr af t  The Woodcraft  franchise in Pelham, AL (see our  ad 
page 6) �

FRI DAYS AT TH E WEC 

THE FRIDAYS GROUP IS CURRENTLY WORKING ON 
A FINGER JOINTED RECIPE BOX. BACK WHEN THEY 
WERE MEETI NG AT WOODCRAFT ON FRI DAYS, THE 
GUYS BUILT A TABLESAW JI G FOR MAKI NG FINGER 
JOINTS. THEY USED IT TO MAKE MAHOGANY SERVING 
TRAYS THEN. THIS TIME THEY ARE USI NG THEIR JI GS 
TO MAKE A RECIPE BOX WITH A HI NGED LI D. 

COME JOI N US. WE ‘LL BE MAKING JIGS, PROJECTS, 
AND TOYS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

M el  Br ow n has DVDs avai lable at  www.bama4u.org/video.htm. 
A wide var iety of topics for  Woodworkers and Woodturners. We 
often forget  the detai ls by the t ime we get  home. Gui ld members 
get  a special  pr ice for  only $10 each DVD  including postage. 
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Di r ect i ons t o AWG 
Woodw or k i ng Educat i on  Cen t er  

From I  65 Sou t h   
Take ex i t  238 for  US31 toward Saginaw/Alabaster .   
Turn r i gh t  at  US31 N,    
Turn lef t  on  AL  119/Monteval lo Rd 
Turn r i gh t  on  CR12  
Turn r i gh t  on  CR17 
Look for  school house on  you r  lef t   

M eet i ng Di r ect i ons: 

H omew ood Sen i or  Cen t er  816 Oak Grove Road H ome-
w ood, AL 

Fr om I 65 Sou th , take the West  Oxmoor exi t , merge into center 
lane. Go through 2 l ights.  When in doubt , merge left . At  the 3rd 
l ight  (Flor ida Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the 
black mail  box and turn r ight  into Senior  Center  proper ty. The 
center  has a green roof. (205) 943-0018 

Fr om I 65 Nor th , take the Oxmoor Road exi t . Turn left . Go un-
der  interstate (3 l ights). When in doubt , merge left . At  the 3rd 
l ight  (Flor ida Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the 
black mail  box and turn r ight  into Senior  Center  proper ty. The 
center  has a green roof. (205) 943-0018. 
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Abou t  Us 

Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newslet ter  is publ ished monthly for  i ts members and other interested par t ies.  Gui ld meet ings are held 
monthly on the third Thursday at  6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center , 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL. (note exception for Apr i l )   

I nformat ion concerning the Guild may be secured by cal l ing Wal t er  Bar net t , Tr easur er  at  (205) 933-9207. 
Our  Webmaster is  Br i an  St auss.  See our website at :  w w w .alabam aw oodw or k er sgu i ld .or g or  w w w .aw w g.i n fo 
Contact our Gui ld  New s Ed i t or  at   nelbuz@msn.com. 
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The Alabama Woodworkers Gui ld, I nc. 
P.O. Box 26665 
Bi rmingham, AL 35260 
 


