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President’s Message 
Last Sunday I was running an errand that took me out to Maylene.  I took 

a few minutes just to walk around while it was quiet and marvel at the transforma-
tion.  There stood a bobcat where gravel had recently been spread.  A new bathroom 
cabinet and a wood rack had been installed since I was there last.  I thought how 
proud Fred Baker would be to see his tools in use at the Center.  I was thankful that 
Fred’s family gave us the first choice on many of his tools. 

Over the years it seemed a few of the members of the Guild did all the work.  The 
faces would change from time to time as changes in health, priorities, and lives took 
their toll.  Some folks just burned out and eager new faces came along.  I’m concerned 
that we are burning out a new group.  With this center, there are still a few carrying 
a lot of weight but I am happy to see more of you out there getting involved and shar-
ing the load.  Our Guild open house for the center is coming up on April 19th 
but we’ll be holding our April meeting there on April 17th.  Our ribbon cutting 
and media day will be May 2nd with our opening to the public on May 3rd.  
Then comes the Glen Huey seminar on the 16th and 17th of May. 

Bill Newman and his team have done a heck of a job planning and putting to-
gether work groups.  The coordination effort for something like our Woodworking 
Education Center is complex and time consuming even if you never do any of the real 
work yourself.  Our implementation team has not only planned and coordinated but 
they have taken on quite a few projects themselves.  Those of you have contributed 
should be very proud of your accomplishments.  I know I am proud of each and every 
one of you.  Thank you. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Timothy Thomas, Pelham 
Mark Lester, Hoover 

The Basics of Woodturning  
With Will Pate 

We are excited about our first meeting in the new building called the 
“WOODWORKING EDUCATION CENTER” because it gives us the capability of 
having live demonstrations. We can let the chips fly !!! Our program will be on “ 
The Basics of Woodturning” as requested by a large number of our members.  

You will learn how to use a gouge, a scraper, a skew, and a parting tool ,and 
maybe others. Sharpening each tool will also be covered and safety will be 
stressed. One of the large Delta lathes will be used for this program. 

We are fortunate to have Will Pate as our speaker, a master of the art.  Will is 
from Birmingham and is well known for his knowledge of turning. He has already 
been to the Center to adjust the Delta lathes and decide how to set up. 

The Guild has a huge pile of turning blanks, check them out while you are there. 

DON’T FORGET:  The WAWA-PALOOSA in Tuscaloosa is Saturday, May 3rd. 
The location is the University Presbyterian Church Student Center on the corner of 
8th Street and 12th Avenue, 1-1/2 blocks west of Bryant-Denny Stadium. (see de-
tails in March Guild News)                                                                         Norm Ellis 

Next Meeting 
April 17th 

IN  
MAYLENE 

Meeting 6:30 PM 
 

Don’t forget your  
Show and Tell 
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Have trouble remembering our web address?  You can also find us at 
www.awwg.info 
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Baker Estate Tool Sale 
Sunday, April 20th 

1:00 PM until 4:00 PM 
This sale is for AWG members only.  Though many 

of Fred’s tools have already found a home at the AWG 
Woodworking Education Center, there are lots of items 
still available.  Fred’s basement is still filled to the 
brim with treasures and treats.  Come check it out and 
bring cash.  What’s left we are selling to the public in 
May. 

2100 Grayson Valley Drive, Birmingham.  From 
I59 take the Pinson/Trussville Exit 141.  Turn left on 
Chalkville Road. Travel 1.4 miles. Turn left on Grayson 
Valley Drive.  House is .9 mi on the right just before 
the first 4 way stop. 

Note from our friend and Patron Ron Peyton of 
the Dogwood Institute of Fine Woodworking:  

On a sad note, my house burned down two weeks ago and we 
are trying to put things back together after living there for 30 
years. We were devastated in that it burned to the ground .... 
No one was hurt and we got out with the clothes on our backs. 
The school was not harmed and we are still having classes. 
We also will be having the Turning Day at Dogwood on June 
7th just as we did last year so come ahead. Just thought you 
would like to know. 

Mel Brown has DVDs available at www.bama4u.org/video.htm. 
A wide variety of topics for Woodworkers and Woodturners. We 
often forget the details by the time we get home. Guild members 
get a special price for only $10 each DVD  including postage. 

Don’t Forget Pledges 
With all of the energy, enthusiasm and hard work 

that have been put into the Woodworking Education 
Center by so many members of the Guild, let’s keep in 
mind this is an intermediate stop in our goal to have our 
own facility that will include space for the shop, 
classes/seminars, monthly meetings and other activities 
of the Guild.  I certainly do not want to distract from 
what has become available to us and what has been ac-
complished with it thus far, but pledges that were made 
toward reaching the ultimate goal of our own facility are 
still needed to be in a position to act when the next op-
portunity arises.   

Payments can be made in any amount at any time.  
Shortly after the end of the year a receipt for the total of 
your tax deductible contributions will be sent to you.   

Thanks to everyone for the continued financial 
and physical contributions to the efforts and pro-
jects of the Guild. 

Buddy Finch writes: 
That guy Browning 
He is something astounding 

Aided by that fellow Hall 
You can be sure the job did not stall 

Their reputation bore no tarnish 
As they sprayed that lacquer and varnish 

The two Lee’s the boards did carry 
And right behind was Bill and Troy trying not to tarry 

Buzz took a turn at spraying 
and Owen did his part by sanding 

Bartlett was there to inspect 
And to insure all was correct 

So all the action in Lawson’s shop 
Let us get all the boards done in shape tip top 

In closing I hope no one will cry or pout 
If by chance I have their name left out 

(In other words, the AIDB game boards are finished!) 

Directions to AWG 
Woodworking Education Center 

From I 65 South  
Take exit 238 for US31 toward Saginaw/Alabaster.   
Turn right at US31 N,  
Turn left on AL 119/Montevallo Rd 
Turn right on CR12 
Turn right on CR17 
Look for school house on your left  

The Maylene School House in 
1998 when Habitat for Humanity 
took ownership...just thought you might 
enjoy seeing the before as we enjoy the after. 



which has benefited from the hard work 
and participation from both. 

The rest of the woodworking readers 
are now aware of what we have known for 
years, Nelda and Buzz are true wood-
working enthusiasts who give freely of 
their time, energy and knowledge to help 
other woodworkers, foster, support and 
promote the interest of the Guild in all its 
efforts and projects and are always there 
when you need a helping hand. 

In addition to “Congratulations”, let’s 
add a big “Thank You”. 

Walter Barnett 

Congratulations to Nelda and Buzz 
whose shop was the featured shop in the 
most recent issue of Woodcraft Magazine.  
If you have not seen the article, it is 
worth the price of the magazine for that 
article alone.   

The article is well done, including 
many pictures of their shop (and the Kel-
lys), insight into how Nelda and Buzz 
got started in woodworking, and the pro-
gress that they have made since starting.  
Of course not much of this is news to 
Guild members who have observed this 
progress over the years they have been 
members of the Guild and the Guild 

A few critical items remain to be 
completed  before our April 19 target 
date for opening the shop.  Successful 
workdays have moved us closer to our 
goal. On the past 4 Saturdays members 
came to Maylene with enthusiasm and  
willingness to work hard to complete 
the items .  In addition to the work 
done on each of the workdays much has 
been accomplished by individuals and 
small groups. 

• The large power tools are in place 
and wired for power. 

• The receptacles along the front and 
rear walls are installed and wired. 

• The tool cabinets have been 
painted and some tools have been 
placed in them. 

• The toy group’s room is painted 
and shelves are installed. 

• The clamp racks are built, in-
stalled, and painted. 

• The Delta lathes are assembled, 
tested and shelves added. 

• Many power and hand tools pur-
chased or given to the Guild are at the 
WEC. 

• Gravel is spread for the loading 
ramp and driveway. 

• We have a dumpster at the shop so 
to keep the area clean. 

• The yard around the shop has been 
thoroughly cleaned. 

• The second bathroom has been 
renovated. 

• The security system has been in-
stalled and is in service. 

The completion of the shop and com-
missioning it to service are major steps 
in the evolution of our Guild. We are 
moving into a first rate facility with the 
potential to further the goals of the 
Guild and to serve the community to an 
even greater degree. We will soon be 
selecting and training Shop Supervisors 
to provide oversight and coordination of 
the operation of the WEC. These indi-
viduals will be the key to successful 
operation of the shop. Please lend them 
your support in making our new shop 
successful.                      Bill Newman 

A-1 Sand & Mortar in Alabaster vol-
unteered and hauled the gravel on 
March 31st.It is great to have the sup-
port of local businesses. Butch Clark 
indicated an interest in joining the 
Guild. Keep your eyes open for Butch 
and make him welcome. 

A. R. Bray 

Martin Marietta Aggregates fur-
nished two truckloads of gravel for the 
dock area and driveway out front. This 
will give us better access to the building. 
Plant manager, Ricky Horton, plans to 
join the Guild. Look for him and tell him 
"Thanks for the gravel". 

Congratulations to Nelda and Buzz�

Woodworking Education Center at Maylene 
rapidly moving toward completion�

We are pleased to add two new sponsors: 
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Lawson Table Class 
Continues 



We are very fortunate to have the following patrons who 
support the Guild.  They are excellent suppliers of prod-
ucts or services in the local area that provide monetary 
support or allow us to use their various facilities for 
Guild functions: 

The Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodworking  
Offers woodworking classes for beginner to advanced 
woodworkers on various topics with concentration on 
teaching the “Process” of making furniture. Our signature 
courses on Foundations for Fine Woodworking, has been 
extremely popular and guides the student through a series 
of Foundations Courses to prepare them for building qual-
ity furniture. Other courses include veneering, turning, 
finishing and project classes. Next year the school is ex-
panding facilities/courses and will offer several weeklong 
courses. All courses are taught by master craftsmen with a 
vast amount of experience in different areas of expertise. 
Courses are conducted in our spacious horse farm in Al-
pharetta, GA featuring two large fully equipped barns in-
cluding a turning studio & steam bending equipment. The 
environment lends to learning woodworking skills in a 
pleasant surrounding. Our mission: “To provide quality 
instructional courses to individuals who are interested in 
furthering their knowledge of woodworking at all levels of 
interest and skill.” 1640 Mid-Broadwell Rd, Alpharetta, 
GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

Charter Fire Systems, Inc   Shawn O’Brien & David 
Pavey have served as valuable advisors to the Guild rela-
tive to fire safety issues.  If you or your business have need 
for fire protection or inspection in the future please con-
sider using Charter Fire Systems. (205) 982-3301 

J.R. Prewitt & Associates, Inc.  Independent Insurance 
Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewitt & Associates, Inc. 
is a family owned agency that has grown to one of the larg-
est firms in the Birmingham area.  Representing over a 
dozen insurance carriers, the agency provides a full spec-
trum of insurance services to over 3500 clients.  From indi-
viduals to multi-state corporations, the agency prides itself 
on it’s loyal, long term client base as a result of unparal-
leled customer service.  Contact us for your personal, busi-
ness, or professional insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. 
South, Birmingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-930-9207 
FAX (205)-930-0450 

Paul Mancill, Realtor  Residential, land, & commercial 
(205)-706-6252 

Max Tool, Inc. is a distributor of cutting tools, abrasives, 
MRO and machine shop supplies. Founded in 1985, we are 
located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max Tool represents the 
product lines of many of industry's foremost manufactur-
ers from around the world.. 119 B Citation Court, Bir-
mingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 www.maxtoolinc.com 

The Awards & Engraving Place is a full service engrav-
ing shop, offering both laser and flatbed rotary engraving.  
We engrave directly on wood, glass, plastic, and a variety 
of coated metals.  We offer plaques, glass and acrylic 
wards, trophies, interior signs and name badges.  We have 

Guild Patrons been in business in Hoover since 1987. Contact Ken Murer, The 
Awards & Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover Court, Hoover, Al 
35226, (205)-823-7676  fax  (205)-822-1111 

Woodcraft The Woodcraft franchise in Pelham, AL is inde-
pendently owned by Tom and Kathy Nequette.  It is a local 
business and Tom’s full time occupation.  It depends upon its 
well being by fostering and maintaining as high a level of rela-
tionships as possible with all of our customers.  Beyond that it 
is imperative for the store to enhance and promote woodwork-
ing in all of its forms.  The Alabama Woodworker's Guild is an 
integral part of these goals.  Not only do we value the members 
as customers but we value what the Guild represents and 
brings to our community.  We believe in supporting the Guild, 
its growth and its members.  We thank you for your patronage 
and your friendship. (see our ad page 6)  

Commercial Heating and Air, Charlie Ard 

ABC 33/40 - Alabama’s TV News Leader  
Our thanks to local television station ABC 33/40 and videogra-
pher, Bill Castle, for their support of the community activities 
of the Alabama Woodworkers Guild. 

Jimenez Paint LLC, Interior and exterior painting, drywall 
and pressure washing. Quality work - Licensed and insured, 
free estimates. Call Jesus at 966-0142 

Martin Marietta Aggregates, Rickey Horton 

A-1 Sand & Mortar, Alabaster, Butch Clark�
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Items for Sale 
JET Special Edition contractor's saw with 30"  Xacta 
fence.  Has two cast iron wings and a table between the 
rails to allow for a 30" cut to the right of the blade.  
Mounted on an HTC roller base which cost more than 
$100.  Will include two new micro jig splitters (thin and 
regular kerf) and a couple of zero clearance plates.  This is 
an excellent saw, used very little (less than 20 hours).   
$485 for the package. 
Troy Stroud, 205-670-9267, tandr41@sbcglobal.net 

Mini Max 250 Cabinet Table Saw, 3hp 220V Motor 
Sliding table on right, extension table on left.  10” blade with 
scoring blade for paneling.  $500 or best offer 
Jim Lee (205) 390-9144 

Mel Brown would like you to know that DVDs are available at 
www.bama4u.org/video.htm. A wide variety of topics for Wood-
workers and Woodturners. We often forget all the details given 
by the demonstrator by the time we get home. Guild members get 
a special price for only $10 for each DVD which includes postage. 

Keep Your Tools Sharp! 

Fred Sandlin, an AWG member who owns and operates a 
professional sharpening service, will pick-up your saw blades and 
other tools at each meeting, sharpen them, and return them to 
you the following month.  Fred’s charge for this service is at his 
standard rates less a 5% discount for Guild members. Call Fred 
at (205) 663-7524. 
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About Us 
Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newsletter is published monthly for its members and other interested parties.  Guild meetings are held 

monthly on the third Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center, 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL. (note exception for April)   

Information concerning the Guild may be secured by calling Walter Barnett, Treasurer at (205) 933-9207. 
Our Webmaster is  Brian Stauss.  See our website at:  www.alabamawoodworkersguild.org or www.awwg.info 
Contact our Guild News Editor at  nelbuz@msn.com. 
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The Alabama Woodworkers 
Guild, Inc. 

P.O. Box 26665 
Birmingham, AL 35260 

 


